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EYES ONLY FOR THE SECRETARY FROM SCHAUFELE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR RH 
SUBJ: NKOMO TRAVEL 

REF: TEHRAN 8579 

1 . PARA 3 REFTEL INDICATES NKOMO PLANS ARRIVE LUSAKA ABOUT SEPT 
1 . CONTINUE ON TO RHODESIA VIA BOTSWANA AND THEN TRAVEL TO 
SAUDI ARABIA. 

2. 1 BELIEVE AMBASSADOR LOW SHOULD BE INSTRUCTED SEE NKOMO 
DISCREETLY IN LUSAKA AND TALK TO HIM ON BASIS CAREFULLY DRAFTED 
TALKING POINTS TAILORED TO BRING NKOMO ADEQUATELY UP TO DATE WITH- 
OUT GOING TO FAR. IN DOING SO WE SHOULD AVOID GIVING IMPRESSION TO 
OTHERS THAT WE SUPPORTING NKOMO TO EXCLUSION OF COMPETING NAT- 
IONALIST LEADERS. 

3. WHETHER NKOMO SHOULD RETURN TO RHODESIA DURING PERIOD WHICH 
COULD INCLUDE YOUR TALKS WITH VORSTER AND POSSIBLE TRIP TO 
AFRICA IS QUESTIONABLE. IT GIVES HIM ADVANTAGE OF BEING IN PLACE 
WITH HIS ORGANIZATION AT CRITICAL TIME. HOWEVER, ONLY MEANS OF 
COMMUNICATION WOULD BE OPEN TELEPHONE LINES INSIDE RHODESIA. 
FURTHERMORE, THERE IS NO QUESTION THAT IN TALKS WITH PRESIDENT 
OR REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER RHODESIAN NATIONALIST GROUPS THERE IS 
NO ADEQUATE SUBSTITUTE FOR NKOMO. KAUNDA WOULD TRY TO PROTECT 
NKOMO'S INTERESTS BUT CANNOT SUBSTITUTE FOR HIM. 
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4. THEREFORE I BELIEVE AMBASSADOR LOW SHOULD ALSO BE INSTRUCTED 
TO ADVISE NKOMO TO CONSIDER CAREFULLY WHETHER HE SHOULD GO BACK 
TO RHODESIA AT A TIME WHEN HIS PRESENCE ELSEWHERE MAY BE 
IMPORTANT TO HIS INTERESTS. ANOTHER FACTOR MAY BE THAT, 

ALTHOUGH SAG HAS INFORMED US THAT IT HAS STRONGLY URGED SMITH 
GOVERNMENT TO TAKE NO ACTION AGAINST NKOMO, THERE IS NO ASSURANCE 
THAT SMITH WILL NOT PLACE HIM IN DETENTION WHICH COULD BE A 
MAIOR BLOCK TO ANY PROGRESS IN RHODESIA. 
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